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Summary

Buddhist Sculpture in Mustang,
The Treasure of Namgyal Monastery in Context

Christian Luczanits (SOAS, University of London)

In the course of a research project on “Tibetan Buddhist Monastery Collections
Today” I am documenting the rich portable heritage of Mustang, Nepal, since 2012.
The most important collection documented so far is that of Namgyal Monastery,
which amounts to 340 sculptures. These sculptures form the core of a book project
which I am currently working on.

This lecture will introduce the book project and demonstrate the relevance of
Mustang sculpture for the history of Tibetan sculpture more broadly. It will also
show how the in situ documentation allows us to link objects in Western collections
back to the region.

Collections before Canons:
An Early Tibetan Buddhist Tantra Corpus from the Dolpo Himalayas

Markus Viehbeck (University of Vienna)

Over the past several years, the Tibetan Manuscript Project Vienna (TMPV) has
documented and digitised numerous large manuscript collections of Tibetan
canonical literature from the remote Himalayan region of Dolpo, Nepal. A recurring
teature of these collections is the presence of so-called Sutra collections (#zdo sde),
substantial compilations of canonical texts that reflect an early stage in the formation
of the Tibetan Buddhist canon, prior to the emergence of structured Kangyurs in
the early fourteenth century (see Viehbeck 2020; Luczanits and Viehbeck 2021).
While some of these manuscript holdings also feature fragments of other canonical
building blocks, it was only in 2023 that a more compre-hensive Tantra corpus was
identified—housed at Drakmar (brag/drag dmar) Monastery in the Tarap (rfa rab)
valley.

This talk focuses on this newly documented Tantra corpus, examining its
contents and structural characteristics. Through comparative analysis with other
canonical collections, the presentation aims to explore its place within the broader
development of the Tibetan Buddhist canon and to consider how such regional
corpora contribute to our under-standing of early canonical formation.




